Antibody response in patients with osteomyelitis of the mandible.
Patients with mandibular osteomyelitis had quantification of 10 antibodies against certain bacterial proteins and polysaccharides. Sera from 31 patients with acute or chronic osteomyelitis of the mandible and from 17 healthy controls were analyzed. Some patients showed low levels of investigated antibodies in general and a lack of specific antiteichoic acid antibodies, as well as of different antipneumococcal antibodies particularly. Two patients with therapy-resistant osteomyelitis showed IgG2 and IgG3 subclass deficiency. They had replacement therapy with intravenous 10 or 15 gm immunoglobulin every 3 weeks for 6 months. Both patients showed considerable improvement in their clinical symptoms after treatment with immunoglobulin. This study indicates that impaired humoral immune response may be of importance in subgroups of patients with osteomyelitis of the mandible.